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National Updates 

Launch of the Unifying Generations 
 
Our very own Dr. Adrienne McCann was part of the Edwards Lifesciences panel yesterday showcasing the 
incredible levels of older people volunteering across Ireland, the highest levels across surveyed countries 
in Europe.  

 
Adrienne spoke about the outstanding volunteering efforts of older people in Ireland. 
Minister Mary Butler was present, along with our very own Cork City OPC Chair Liz Maddoxs, and OPC 
Vice Chair Liz Downes. 
 

The Irish Examiner did an article on the Unifying 
Generations launch with Minister of State, Mary 
ButlerTD.  
It also featured our very own Cork City OPC Vice 
Chair, Liz Downes, who is a true unifier of 
generations. 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid -41019293.html 
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Meet the Team ς Healthy Age Friendly Homes Coordinators 

 
The National Meals on Wheels Network, a network of providers of meals on wheels across Ireland hosted 
its first-ever conference in the Athlone Springs Hotel on Friday, November 25. The theme of the 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ Ψ/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ aŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ς bƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ 
 
It aims to bring providers and other key stakeholders together to share information, gain knowledge and 
discuss practically how the service can continue to be embedded as an essential frontline community 
service into the future. 
 
The conference was officially opened by Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People, Mary 
Butler. 
 

  
Pictured to the left is Minister Mary Butler TD and our Healthy Age Friendly Homes Coordinator for Dublin 
City Eimear McCormack. Pictured to the right is our Healthy Age Friendly Homes Coordinator for Galway 
Francis Kane. 
 
Both Eimear and Francis were present at the conference, representing the Healthy Age Friendly Homes 
programme. 
 

If you would like more information on the Healthy Age Friendly Programme you can visit 
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/category/healthy-age-friendly-homes-programme/introduction/ or 
phone our national office at 046 909 7417 

https://agefriendlyireland.ie/category/healthy-age-friendly-homes-programme/introduction/
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/category/healthy-age-friendly-homes-programme/introduction/


 

 
The WHO Global Network for Age-friendly Cities and Communities (GNAFCC) is now 1445 members 
strong, spanning 51 countries and covering over 300 million people ς and the age-friendly movement 
shows no signs of slowing down.  
  
hƴ ом hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƛǘƛŜǎ 5ŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ Ψ!Ŏǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƎƭƻōŀƭΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
their unique, local contexts to create a more age-friendly world.  
  
With the declaration of the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021ς2030), the Global NetworkΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ {ƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ !ƎŜ-friendly WoǊƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ 
highlight and celebration of our thriving community of change makers working to create better places to 
live, grow, work, play, and age.  
  
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-time network member or an aspiring one, welcome! And as the Global Network 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇΧ Who will be the 
1500th member? 
  
Thiago Hérick de Sá  
GNAFCC Secretariat  
World Health Organization 
 
Age-friendly World is a World Health Organization website dedicated to promoting age-friendliness 
around the world. The World Health Organization Global Network for Age-friendly Cities and 
Communities (GNAFCC) is a global coalition of cities and communities committed to becoming more age-
friendly.  
Submit your news on Age-friendly World or get in touch with us at gnafcc@who.int 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1406&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fagefriendlyworld%2F%3Fnltr%3DMTE7NzM4O2h0dHBzOi8vZXh0cmFuZXQud2hvLmludC9hZ2VmcmllbmRseXdvcmxkL3doby1uZXR3b3JrLzs7YjEzZDAzZTIyODk3NGUyMTBjNmIxYTA2ZjkzMjI4OTE%253D&t=a2d9de97d89b6dbbd110dd1160f560dcab2832b2
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Health in Ireland Key Trends 2022 

 
The 2022 edition of Health in Ireland: Key Trends provides summary statistics on 
health and health care over the past 10 years. 
 
Health in Ireland: Key Trends highlights selected trends and topics and includes 
data from newly available sources. There are also several tables and graphs 
comparing Ireland with other countries in the EU or the OECD, to provide 
context for national performance and to assess progress. 
 
The publication is divided into 7 chapters covering topics from population 
growth, life expectancy and health status and introduces the Health System 
Performance Assessment (HSPA), an essential tool for monitoring health 
outcomes, outputs, processes and structures in the health system. 
 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fdc2a-health-in-ireland-key-trends-2022/ 

 
 

An Garda Síochána - Bogus Callers 
 

A conversation to have with family, friends and neighbours particularly those that 
may be more vulnerable. Gardaí are aware of an increase in the number of 
incidents of people impersonating Gardaí. Recent incidents of this type involve 
ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƴƳŜƴΩ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴg to check cash held by the injured party as a result of an 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŦŜƛǘ ŎŀǎƘ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƴƳŜƴΩ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
house as a result of an increase in burglaries in the area. 
 

¶ An Garda Síochána will not cold call to a house and request to do either of these. 

¶ An Garda Síochána wish to remind the public that any Garda member calling to your door will have 
identification. Should you have any concerns about the person at the door, you should not answer 
the door even if they are purporting to be a Garda. 

¶ Genuine Gardaí will always provide details to allow you to confirm their identity with the local 
Garda Station and will be patient while you choose to so. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
December 6that 11am, !!wtΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ ōȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ς Principles in Action 
spotlight.  
 
The series presents case studies of global innovations that redress historic 
inequities in housing and community models and advance enabling design. 
Register for opportunities to dig deeper on the innovations by conversing with 
the principals behind the work! Read the new case study based on the need to 
provide spaces that are not only safe for older queer peopleτphysically, 
mentally and emotionally, but that also consider their unique life experiences.  
 
We will explore approaches and innovative housing developments that 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦ bit.ly/lgbtq_sgl 
 
Many older LGBTQ+/SGL people who pioneered coming out of the closet are 
now forced to go back in. As their housing needs and preferences change with 
age, prejudice is still rampant. And under the U.S. Fair Housing Act, gender 
identity and sexual orientation are not explicitly protected classes where 
housing is concerned. Creating appropriate housing for LGBTQ+/SGL seniors 
must be informed by the life experiences of older people in this community, 
which often include family rejection, mistreatment, and even violence. This 
means increasing our cultural competenceτfrom the terminology used, to the 
design and management of housing developments that consider past traumas. 
This case study presents innovative housing projects as well as guidance for 
developers on how to meet some of the unique needs of this particular 
population. 
 
Find out more:  http://bit.ly/AARPprinciplesinaction  
 

 
 

 
 

Public Meeting with the Garda Commissioner 
 

Each monthly meeting of the Policing Authority includes a meeting with the 
Garda Commissioner, a key aspect of the Authority's oversight. At least four of 
these meetings per year are held in public and live-streamed. The latest 
meeting took place in Portlaoise, in the Killeshin Hotel, on 24 November. 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarpinternational.org%2Ffile%2520library%2Fbuild%2520equity%2Faarp-lgbtq-__sgl-housing-casestudy_final.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cahamid%40aarp.org%7Cccc24ce4d8b546f2a74108dad1502463%7Ca395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33%7C0%7C0%7C638052439393198854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BHaBAhbqB9%2FtmClnLaDnmWA%2FETSBK8suM4bpQ86vcZI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarpinternational.org%2Ffile%2520library%2Fbuild%2520equity%2Faarp-lgbtq-__sgl-housing-casestudy_final.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cahamid%40aarp.org%7Cccc24ce4d8b546f2a74108dad1502463%7Ca395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33%7C0%7C0%7C638052439393198854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BHaBAhbqB9%2FtmClnLaDnmWA%2FETSBK8suM4bpQ86vcZI%3D&reserved=0
http://bit.ly/AARPprinciplesinaction
http://bit.ly/AARPprinciplesinaction


 

 
 
 
 

 

The Authority is grateful for the generosity with which a number of local 
groups and communities, as well as local Garda management and staff, gave of 
their time to meet with the Authority to inform its engagement on local 
policing challenges and successes. 
 
Watch Meeting by Agenda 
1) Local policing challenges (Laois, Kildare and Offaly division) 
2) Policing service and response 
          a) Policing and mental health responses 
          b) Victims' attitudes (arising from the Public Attitudes Survey data) 
          c) Services to Victims - five years on from the Victim of Crime Act 
3) Crime trends and resource planning 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JAM Card for Public Transport 

  
The National Transport Authority along with Bus Éireann, Dublin Bus, Go-
Ahead Ireland, Iarnród Éireann, Luas and Local Link are continuing our journey 
to become JAM Card friendly. The Jam Card will assist customers using the 
public transport system and make their experience as stress-free as possible. 
What is JAM Card and who is it for? 

 
JAM Card allows people with a communication barrier tell others they need 
ΨWǳǎǘ ! aƛƴǳǘŜΩ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŜǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ 
The JAM Card© was created by NOW Group, a social enterprise that supports 
people with learning difficulties and autism into jobs with a future and their 
service users told them that they would like a way to relay to people that they 
need a little extra time or patience.  
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